
JULIUS CAESAR - THE RUBICON 

 

As we know, Rome was first founded in 752BCE by Romulus. Caesar was born 

652 years later in 100BCE, a hundred years before Jesus was born.  The year 

Caesar visited Britain was 54BCE 

Another reason that Caesar did not stay long in Britain was that back in Gaul it 

was not yet settling down peacefully under Roman rule.  Under the leadership 

of a young nobleman, Vercingetorix, a rebellion against the Romans had 

broken out.  The Gauls fought bravely and fiercely, but their determination was 

no match for the training of the Roman armies. 

Roman soldiers were trained to fight not only with their bodies in battle, but 

also their heads.  The different regiments each knew in battle what the others 

were doing.  And their leader, Caesar, was a general who planned his battles, 

who had thought out every move and counter-move like a game of chess.  So 

in spite of the fighting fury of the Gauls, and in spite of their great number, 

they were defeated by the fighting skill of the Roman soldiers and by Caesar’s 

genius and forethought as general.  The rebellion of the Gauls was crushed. 

Whenever a Roman general had either won a battle or conquered a new 

country, he was on his return to Rome honoured by triumph – a great 

procession to celebrate the victory.  Sometimes special arches, called 

triumphal arches were built, through which the whole procession marched.  

Some of these triumphal arches still stand and can be seen in Rome to this day. 

The citizens of Rome lined the streets which were garlanded with flowers.  And 

then the procession came down the street.  First in their white togas, came the 

highest officials of the city of Rome (for every victory was a victory for mighty 

Rome), then came the soldiers, the legionaries, marching proudly in step, their 

armour and weapons glittering in the sun, and carrying the spoils of war, the 

treasures, and arms taken from the conquered people.  It was the proudest 

day for a Roman soldier when he could march through the cheering crowds of 

Rome. 

After the soldiers came a golden chariot drawn by white horse.  In the chariot 

was the victorious general carrying on his head a crown made of laurel leaves. 

Now the cheering was the loudest: it was like one might roar.  But in the 

chariot was a slave who had one very important job to do.  While all the 



cheering was going on he had to whisper to the general: “Don’t forget that you 

are a human being.”  Even in this great hour, the great man should be 

reminded that he was only a man who would die like all men. 

After the chariot with the victorious general came the sad procession of all the 

prisoners he had taken, who walked in chains.  The Roman crowds showed no 

pity for the plight of the prisoners: they jeered, shouted insults at them, and 

laughed about their foreign clothes.  When the procession was over, the 

prisoners were sold as slaves.  But the leaders of the conquered people, were 

executed after the procession. 

Caesar was entitled to this great honour, but it would be a long time before he 

would ride in the golden chariot drawn by the white horses and hear the 

cheers of the crowd and the whisper of the slave.  First, after having crushed 

the rebellion of the Gauls, he had to make sure that there would be no more 

uprisings against Rome.   

His legionaries built roads so that troops could be marched easily to every part 

of Gaul.  Some Roman roads can still be seen today.  To build these roads, first 

a deep ditch was dug, and a layer of gravel, followed by a layer of chalk, and 

then gravel again.  Finally, a layer of stone finished the surface which was 

smooth and remained dry.  These roads built in this way lasted for centuries.  

They were built as straight as the flight of an arrow – there were no corners or 

bends – because it was quickest to march soldiers by the most direct route. 

After the rebellion in Gaul, as well as the roads, Caesar also had Roman 

temples built.  This was so that when all the Druids had been killed, the Gauls 

would turn to Roman gods.  Young noblemen of Gaul were given Roman 

teachers or sent to Rome to be brought up in Roman ways and Roman 

customs.  Roman laws were introduced and so in time, the people of Gaul 

were made Romans and even became Roman soldiers.  Eventually the even 

forgot their own language and spoke Latin, from which modern French is 

derived.  So Caesar was kept very busy in Gaul even after the rebellion had 

been crushed.   

But in the meantime there were great changes in Rome.  Crassus, one of the 

two men who had made the secret pact with Caesar, had been killed in a battle 

in the East.  With Crassus dead and Caesar away in Gaul, Pompey, the 

conqueror of Palestine, had become the most powerful man in Rome.  The 



Senators were on his side: preferring Pompey to Caesar, they elected him 

Consul. 

In Gaul Caesar was being kept informed by his friends in Rome about what was 

going on.  That more and more people were taking sides with Pompey and 

soon he would be so powerful that Caesar would never have a chance against 

him.  But Caesar waited.  He was not yet ready to start a war in which Roman 

would fight Roman.  Even a man as ambitious as Caesar shrank from this. 

The Senators and Pompey felt uneasy with Caesar in Gaul, in command of such 

a large army; soldiers who were devoted to Caesar and ready to fight for him.  

Caesar was a general, but as powerful as a general may be, he is not as 

powerful as the government whose orders he was obliged to obey.   

The Senators and Pompey were the government, so when they sent a message 

to Caesar commanding him to disband his army, send his soldiers home and 

return to Rome, Caesar found himself with a very difficult choice to make.  If 

he obeyed the Senator’s command and came back to Rome alone, his life 

would be at the mercy of Pompey who might perhaps treat him generously, 

but never again would Caesar have a chance to gain power for himself.  If he 

disobeyed the order, he would then be a rebel against his own government, 

and Roman soldiers led by Pompey would fight against him.  Caesar could not 

make his mind up what to do. 

He marched his army to a little river, called the Rubicon.  This river was the 

borderline between Gaul and Italy.  By this River Rubicon he had to make his 

decision.  He could either order his troops to lay down their arms and return as 

private citizens to their homes in Italy, or he could give them the order to 

march, fully armed, under his command across the bridge and that would 

mean rebellion and civil war.  Looking down upon the stream he stood for a 

long time, deep in thought, while the soldiers stood at a distance waiting for 

his command. 

Now while Caesar and his army were on one side of that River Rubicon, there 

was, on the other side, a shepherd who began to play a tune on his flute.  

Some of the soldier’s liked the shepherd’s playing and one of them said: “Let’s 

run across the bridge to the other side, we can hear him better from nearby.” 

So a number of soldiers ran over the bridge to the other side.  When Caesar 

saw this he took it as a sign sent by the gods.  He turned around to the waiting 



army and shouted with a loud voice: “The gods have sent a sign, the die is cast.  

March on soldiers, and cross the Rubicon.” 

Ever since ‘crossed the Rubicon’ has been a metaphor to say of someone who 

made a great and difficult decision – ‘She has crossed the Rubicon.’    


