
 WRITING AND DRAWING TASK 4 

Since Federation in 1901, there have been three levels of government in Australia.  In the 

text A Government for a Nation it imagines the Australian Government as a tall building 

divided into four sections: 

 

On the ground floor are all the people in Australia, 18 years or older, who vote for which 

person they wish to represent them in each of the levels of government.  In Australia, voting 

is compulsory.  

 

On the first floor of the building is local government, or shire council as it is often called.  

The people elected to make decisions in local government are called councillors and are 

headed by a mayor or shire president. 

Local government is responsible for parks, playgrounds, swimming pools, libraries, art 

galleries, garbage collection, waste facilities, dog licenses, planning and building permits 

and local roads. 

   

On the second floor of the building is the state government. The leader of this government 

is called the Premier.  The Premier is chosen by the political party who has the most had the 

most members elected to the state parliament by the people of the state. 

State government is responsible for schools, hospitals, public transport, police force, fire 

brigade, ambulance service and highways. 

 

On the third floor of the building is the federal government.  The leader of this government 

is the leader of the country and is called the Prime Minister.  The Prime Minister is chosen 

by the political party who has had the most members elected to federal parliament by the 

people of the country. 

Federal government is responsible is for income tax, defence forces, immigration, social 

welfare and international affairs.  

 

YOUR TASK TODAY IS TO DRAW THIS IMAGINED TALL BUILDING CONTAINING 

AUSTRALIA’S 3 LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT, THEIR LEADER AND THEIR AREAS OF 

RESPONSIBILITY.  YOU WILL FIND AN EXAMPLE IN THE ADJACENT DOCUMENT. 


