
Please copy the The Sacred Sky text into your Main Lesson book.   

The Sacred Sky 

The Aboriginal people of Australia believe that they belong to the land, and as 

such, the Earth is a place to be revered and cared for – they are not owners, 

but rather custodians honoured with the responsibility of caring for it.  For 

them, the sky above is also sacred and is deeply connected to the Earth.  The 

Aboriginal people hold profound wisdom about the connections between the 

stars in the sky and the seasonal happenings on the Earth.  Dreamtime stories 

about the origin of constellations, and in which season they are visible, have 

gifted each new generation with the knowledge and wisdom of when the time 

is right for fishing, travelling, burning, planting, gathering or hunting, thus 

helping to ensure the survival of these remarkable people and culture for tens 

of thousands of years. 

 

Please do an illustration of the following story in your Main Lesson book.  You 

do not need to copy the story text into your Main Lesson books. 

This dreamtime story below comes from the Wergaia people of western 

Victoria. 

Marpeankurrk 

In Wergaia traditions, Marpeankurrk was a woman who lived in the mallee 

scrub.  One day, she was in the bush looking for her food. Her people were 

starving. It had not rained for a long, long time. Rivers and billabongs had 

disappeared – the bullrushes had shrivelled up and died! She lifted up logs but 

could find no lizards or snakes. She looked around and saw that there were also 

no grass seeds or fruit to eat. 

 

After walking for many hours, she saw a wood ant’s nest. So desperate was she 

that she went to it and opened up the nest with her digging stick. In the nest she 

saw thousands of larvae. She put one in her mouth and ate it. The larvae were 

delicious! She collected all that she could and hurried back to her people.  The 

larvae of the wood ant saved the people. It soon became their favourite food.  

 

When Marpeankurrk died she went up into the sky and became the star 

Arcturus. When Marpeankurrk appears in the northern evening sky, 



the Wergaia people begin collecting the larvae of the bittur (wood ant).  The 

larvae were an essential food source during the months of August and 

September. 

When Arcturus sets just after the sun, the larvae are gone and summer (Cotchi) 

begins.  
  

Please begin you title page today and complete it by the end of the week.  The 

Main Lesson title is: 

ASTONOMY 

Wonders all Around 


