
FAMILY TREE TASK 

In our Australian History Main Lessons over the last few years, we have learned 

that people have been living on this land mass we now call Australia for tens of 

thousands of years.  In fact, Australia can proudly say that it is the home to the 

longest continuously living culture on Earth.  We have also learned that life for 

the indigenous peoples of Australia changed forever when in 1788 the British 

Government created a penal colony in Sydney Cove and claimed the land of 

Australia as their own.  This happened a little over 200 years ago, a mere 

fraction of time in the vast history of human habitation on this land that has 

eventually come to be known as the country of Australia   Since then, people 

from all over the world have travelled to Australia and made it their home.  So 

now, in 2020, the majority of the Australian population are either immigrants 

themselves, or descendants of immigrants to this country.   

Your task over the next couple of weeks is to do some research into your 

family history and create a family tree.  If you are unfamiliar with a family tree, 

you will find some images attached on the website for you to look at.  

Essentially, a family tree is a way of presenting who all your relatives are – your 

siblings, parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, great grandparents, great great 

grandparents etc.  If you wish to do a detailed family tree that includes, 

siblings, aunts, uncles and cousins you may, however, for this task, the 

requirement is to include only yourself, your parents, grandparents, great 

grandparents and further if possible.        

To find out this information, start by asking your parents, then grandparents, 

or even great grandparents if you have them.  Try and go back as far as you 

can.  Then once you have collected all your information, your task is to present 

it in a clear, easy to read, and aesthetically beautiful family tree.   

I will set aside some Main Lesson time next week for you to draw up your 

family tree, however, I am giving you the task now so that you have plenty of 

time to gather the names of as many relatives as you can, going back as many 

generations as you can.   

Normally in a family tree you include not only the name of the person, but also 

the year of their birth (and death if applicable).  If you are able to include this 

information that would be great, but if not, just the names would be fine.  It 

would be interesting though to note any relatives who were born in a different 

country.   



Good luck everyone, I hope you enjoy finding out where you have all come 

from!     


